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Global plastic production...
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...and future trends
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368 million metric tons
of virgin plastics
are produced annually,
with production expected
to double by 2040

Only 9% of all plastics
ever produced
have been recycled,
and 12% have
been incinerated

79% of all
plastics produced
have accumulated

in landfills or
the environment

A global issue requiring a global response
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Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
Rotterdam Convention
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Basel Convention

Bamako Convention

CHEMICALS
& WASTE

\AJn s .1 ( vt
yvalgani convenuon

SAICM - Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management *




PLASTIC POLLUTION LIFECYCLE

“Full lite

cycle”

DUMPING & BURNING WASTE INDUSTRY CONSUMERS

#breakfreefromplastic



Discarded plastics block Some waste management Methane is emitted under

drains and waterways and decisions such as burning plastics anaerobic conditions when

intensify climate change for waste-to-energy technologies bioplastics are diverted

induced flooding. @ have a disproportionately higher to landfills. Plastics also
carbon footprint than others and release methane as they

release GHGs. @._ break down. @

Climate and

plastic pollution

&
Phyto- and zooplankton )
play a key role in the global /
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Plastic pollution.in aquatic ecosystems will increase by 2.6 times
the level of 2016 by 2040 under a ‘business as usual’ scenario.



Plastics pollution is transboundary




Freshwater

* Rivers and sedimentary pathways
* Freshwater lakes

* Reservoirs

* Groundwater

* Drinking waters supplies
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Microplastics

Found pretty much everywhere

Microplastics in food
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Until now the planetary boundary for Now it has been —
chemical pollution had not been quantified and the news is devastating
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STOCKHOLM
CONVENTION

Protecting human health and the environment
from persistent crganic pollutants




Basel Plastics
Amendments
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Abstract DOWHLOAD

Download PDE
Plastics pollution 1s a global, relational, integrated, and intersectoral issue. Here, we
undertaok narrative analysis of semi-structured interviews with nineteen key plastic
pollution decision-makers, They offered a contextual lens to understand challenges facing
Pacific Island (Te Moananui) nations in preventing plastics pollution. We build on the
work of Ngata (2014-2021) and Liboiron (2014-2021) to situate the narrative analysis ISSUE
within a "waste colonialism" framework. We argue that plastics pollution as waste
colonialism transcends environmental, policy, and industry concerns. "Indigenous
political ecologies" of plastics pollution provide an understanding by which plastics
pollution prevention can be examined at multiple scales. These include, at the
international level: trade agreements and import dependency, donor aid and duplication, IDENTIFIERS
and transnational industry influence. At the local level: pressure from local plastics DOL: hittps://doix 458/ipe. 240
manufacturers, importers and suppliers, and barriers to accessing the latest science.
Lacared within a global and regional context, our findings capture the systemic and long-
standing impacts of colonialism on Indigenous responses to plastics pollution prevention
and management, highlighting its effects on human and environment health and PUBLICATION DETAILS
wellbeing. Sustainable solutions to plastics pollution for Te Moananui require the Pages: 534560
centering of its peoples and their deep, lived, and intergenerationally transmitted
knowledges in the identification of challenges and solutions, the implementation of
activities, and amplification of a shared regional voice.
FILE CHECKSUMS (MDS5)

Keywords: plastic pollution, waste colonialism, Pacific region, Indigenous political
PDF: fdeg341622bbbab197 fcalcaedseiaob

ecology, Small Island Developing States
How to Cite:

Fuller, S. & Ngata, T. & Borrelle, S, B. & Farrelly, T., (2022) “Plastics pollution as waste
colonialism in Te Moananui”, Journal of Political Ecology 29(1), p.534—560. doi:
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Plastics Pollution Policy
Gaps in the Pacific Region
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Weak plastics
policy cannot
protect Pacific
communities

A safe(r) circular economy
for plastics in the Pacific region

The Business of Plastics:

The impacts of plastics pollution on human
rights in the Pacific Region

Despite the known envronmental and hurmsn beaith harms of plas- Th t for the 151 Y

lies. the are under [t mentof g f
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A CLEAN,
HEALTHY,

AND SUSTAINABLE
ENVIRONMENT

IS A HUMAN RIGHT

T o eoton e e All nation states will continue to fail to
meyugal(umwmd@oevscupouvsml. s g
s ' ey protect citizens from human rights abuses
systemns involves food and water scurces,

o e owe if they allow plastics production and

marine lifter, naton staies and businesses

o oo manufacturing companies to devastate the

sources of, and expasure to, plastics

podution, and toremedate ieskage 1ot haglth of the Pacific Islands.

environment (see next page)
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Plastics, Marine Litter, and
Climate in the Pacific Region

Further reading:

Plastics Impacts on Human
Health in the Pacific Region
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Policy Gap Analysis: Key Findings

Global Objectives Prevention Management Standardisation Microplastics







State Obligations to Protect the Right to a
Healthy Environment

e Asses environmental impacts on human rights

e Make environmental information public

e Facilitate participation in environmental decision-making

e Provide access to remedies

e Adopt and implement legal and institutional frameworks that protect against
environmental harm that interferes with the enjoyment of human rights

e Regulate private actors to protect against such environmental harm

e Protect members of groups particularly vulnerable to environmental harm -
protect the rights of women, children and Indigenous peoples.

e International Cooperation on global environmental problems such as plastic
pollution.
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End plastic pollution: Towards an international legally binding
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