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A global issue requiring a global response





“Full life 
cycle”



Climate and 
plastic pollution 



Plastic pollution in aquatic ecosystems will increase by 2.6 times 
the level of 2016 by 2040 under a ‘business as usual’ scenario. 



Plastics pollution is transboundary



Freshwater

• Rivers and sedimentary pathways

• Freshwater lakes

• Reservoirs

• Groundwater

• Drinking waters supplies



Terrestrial



Atmospheric



Microplastics

Found pretty much everywhere



Economy



Planetary Boundary Overshoot – Plastics





Basel Plastics 
Amendments



Plastic Pollution 
Prevention in the Pacific: 
Key Findings









Policy Gap Analysis: Key Findings

Global Objectives Prevention Management Standardisation Microplastics





State Obligations to Protect the Right to a 
Healthy Environment

● Asses environmental impacts on human rights 
● Make environmental information public 
● Facilitate participation in environmental decision-making
● Provide access to remedies
● Adopt and implement legal and institutional frameworks that protect against 

environmental harm that interferes with the enjoyment of human rights
● Regulate private actors to protect against such environmental harm
● Protect members of groups particularly vulnerable to environmental harm -

protect the rights of women, children and Indigenous peoples.
● International Cooperation on global environmental problems such as plastic 

pollution.




