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The role of sustainability criteria and trade
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Reuse

Recycle

Return

3R+Return Waste Hierarchy

Right to repair

Safer Circular Economy 
Practices and products are safe, toxic and hazard free

Enabling Policies 
Import and manufacturing restrictions on products:

- problematic in the region
- cannot be safely recycled or reused in the region

Legislation to ensure:
- end-of-life plastics returned to producers if located outside the region
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Clean Pacific Roundtable 2021. Outcomes Statement
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INC-2 Contact Group 1 

• Broad support for establishing criteria

• Identify and prioritise (list)
• problematic and avoidable plastic products

• Definitions

Project: Unnecessary, avoidable and problematic (UAP) polymers and products



Core mechanism of the plastics agreement (design)

International sustainability criteria

(Agreement text, annexes, guidelines)

Hazard criteria for chemicals & polymers

Trade measures
based on sustainability criteria

(Agreement text)

• Meet WTO principles of  
‘international standard’

• Mechanism to link with criteria 
under other MEAs (e.g. Stockholm)

• Between parties (export & import)
• Trade with non-parties

ESM of wastes
based on sustainability criteria

(Domestic legislation)

• Enable domestic market restrictions 
(bans, taxes, EPR)

• Export waste under Basel Convention
• Implement domestic waste hierarchy

Criteria for problematic materials & products

Criteria for sustainable materials & products
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Criteria for materials & product transparency



Product prioritized for 
elimination

Product prioritized for 
substitute, reuse, longevity, 

etc.

Polymer or product 
prioritized for redesign

Meets criteria

AND

Criteria for 
‘unnecessary’

Criteria for
‘avoidable’

Criteria for 
‘problematic’
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Possible Criteria Sets - UAP

Criteria for
sustainable design5

Meets criteria

Meets criteria

Criteria for
‘of concern’4 Elements ‘of concern’ 

prioritized for elimination
Meets criteria Criteria for

transparency6



Intersessional work on sustainability criteria
• INC-3 - INC-4 

• Principles to guide the development of the criteria
• Options for sets of criteria needed
• Potential for listings and mechanisms for updating listings
• Assess linkages of criteria sets to control measures in draft agreement text
• Supported by transparency criteria across the life cycle of plastics 

• INC-4 - INC-5 
• Draft criteria
• Draft listings
• Suggest amendments to draft agreement text, where needed

• Start with phased approach  
• Outline high-level sustainability criteria in the text of the agreement (INC)
• Develop detailed criteria in possible annexes to the agreement (COP)


